
CAN and COULD 

I can do something = I know how to do it, it is possible for me to do it. 

I could do that when I was a child. =  I knew how to do it, it was possible for me to do it. 

 

Can you ….? Could you? = ask someone to do things. 

Can I…? Could I…? = is it ok to do that? 

COULD is always more polite than CAN I. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MUST (do something) = You really have to do something. It is a rule. 

DON’T NEED TO = It is not necessary, but you can do if you want. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE/ HAS TO = It is necessary for me to do, but I am not obliged to do that. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SHOULD = it is a good thing to do, it is the right thing to do. 

   

 


